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And there are. ome women who work in the \'al'iou offic . who
are clever and brainy. but I know there is not a day pa se but
they are threatened with the 10 f their po ition if they do not
surrender their bodie and oul. I can point to a great man~
who have gone out to hard manual labor rather than toop to
mean and dirty thing'. The e thing are part of the y tem of
money and barter. There need to be a development alonO' a
great many lines.
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F IRST, I want to expre my sense of gratitude to Mr. and
Mrs. Hart horn for the great service they have done my
race, and I think the white race too, by calling thi Con­

ference and giving us an opportunity for this very frank and
candid discussion of the que tion before u .

One of the difficultie of the white man in stud 'ing thi que­
tion i , that he tudied it from the white man's tandpoint.

They don't get clo e enough to the
Negro to get what he needs, to give a
clear-cut con ideration of thi que tion.
I will not burden you with stati ti .
You can get them for your elf if you
want them. They are to be had. And
you will have them far more accurately
than I could give them to you.

" The egro a a Free an." The
J egro wa made a free man in 1865.

He came to hi freedom a he came to
thi country, without any will in the
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left in the midst of people to whom he had been en laved for
nearly two hundred and fifty year, without a guide, without a
helping hand. On condition by which he came to hi fre dom,
or hi freedom came to him, was of uch a character a to keep
hi former master apart from him, on the one hand, and to
make him very en itive of con ulting hi ma tel', on the other
hand. Homele, namele , empty-handed - u h wa the
4 Jegro a a free man when h came into this pricele herilaO'e.

10 on Ih he I. of hi being a free man, he wa made a
full-fledged itizen. ome people aid it wa a mi take to make
him a free man. But I am in doubt a to hi being made a free
man at all, if h had not been made a fre man then. Tho e
who argue again t the fact that he was made a free man, over­
look the fact that the American name was made free in this ame
way, and that anything el e would have been out of harmony
with the American y tem.

The Negro's Lack of Self-Reliance

The Negl'O had a lack of elf-reliance, the lack of expre lOn.
the lack of the knowledge that con titutes the element of
strength, the lack of value, the lack of the instinct of aving,
- which were all necessary to his well-being when he came into
freedom. That wa the Negro as he was, having learned fal e
lesson of the meaning of play time to which Dr. Mas ee has re­
ferred. If the egro took liberty for licen e, the egro had a
bad example.

To be a free man, a free white man, e pecially of the master
cla , meant the control of men, and having other men er,e
him and the getting out of other men in ervice jut as much as
could be got. The 1 Jegro has often been called an imitator, and
he thought when he became a free man the be t way w to act
like a free man. He aid that e,ery day would be unday by
and by, and when he became a free man he thought the way to
be free was to have a long holiday. He had never been treated
as a man. If he took liberty and wanted a holida', it was the
natural equence of two hundred and fifty year of enforced
ervitude. It was the mo t natural thing to have a holiday.

But he found that everyone who has a tart in thi country has
to work, and h thouO'ht he ought to g t down to work. He
saw hi mi guid d mao L r doing the things that he ought to have
done befor going to work, and he went to work him If and the
re ult of it i that th old y tem that wa ti d down to property
and had to b carried on b ervice went out a little and the

Jegro took up the new lif for him elf, and thi new life and the e
new condition in the outh are as much the re ult of hi hone t,'
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as the re ult of the effort of the white man.

The Negro Not Responsible

The X 0'1'0 wa fr ed by Abraham Lincoln' proclamation.
We know that h wa no more re ponsible for hi condition as a
free man than for th lor he had when he came to this country


